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of her crew out of action. The Pelican was so little
punished that only two men were killed. The
officer left in command of the Argus laid this un-
happy conclusion to "the superior size and metal
of our opponent, and the fatigue which the crew
underwent from a very rapid succession of prizes."
There were those on board who blamed it to the
casks of Oporto wine which had been taken out of
the latest prize and which the sailors had secretly
tapped. Honesty is the best policy, even in dealing
with an enemy. The affair of the Argus and the
Pelican was not calculated to inflate Yankee pride.

To balance this, however, came two brilliant
actions by small ships. The new Peacock, named
for the captured British brig, under Captain Lewis
Warrington, stole past the blockade of New York.
Off the Florida coast on the 29th of April she sighted
a convoy and attacked the escort brig of eighteen
guns, the Epervier. In this instance the behavior
of the American vessel and her crew was supremely
excellent and not a flaw could be found. They
hulled the British brig forty-five times and made
a shambles of her deck and did it with the loss of
one man.

Even more sensational was the last cruise of the
Wasp, Captain Johnston Blakely, which sailed